o : ST C RNt . :. - o . S ’ 7 Lo o : s . il .-BZOSDLF‘l-l FIF.STS?RE.ET.SUI‘E.E‘IDl.
. THOMAS DASCHLE_. : R R TR IIE R Ll e AR EEN, B BTA0Z N
SOUTHDAKOTA il e T B -j. SRR e e (606) 2268828

cowwm"ess Lo : S _'_"%313WcermN5mee? SN

e AG;:E‘:J;Z;JR:EI lﬁ“ltm %tﬂtzﬁ %K“atf - ._ 1,2}2)3,3(2?75550157702 o S

: RULESANDADMINISTRAT&ON R

i 320 Noa“m MAEN AVENUE SUETE B :

B T o WASHlNGTON DC 20519—4103 _ L SI0uX B, SD ETI0T
il 1202)2244321 LR . I S 1605) 33409886 T
S TDLLFHEE 1~soe«424«see4 L - : e '_ R e R L T ?DDl_GQSlSI_@—_f?GSZ -
__ ht!p(/das_chle_senate O : . Sl . . .. i
" October 21,2004 -

' The I—Iorrorable Paul Celluec1

 The Embassy of the United States of Amerrea

;. 400 Sussex Drive _ i
o ':Ottawa Ontarlo KIN IG8 Canada S

_'Dear Mr Ambassador .:

. . I am: deeply concerned by your recent comments regardmg the reopemng of the U S market to : i e

= :'j._:--Canadran beef

L lt has been reported by the Assocrate Press that on Octo‘oer 20, you told Ottawa busmess leaders R L _' e

- ‘that the U.S. border would be open to Canadian beef imports if it were not for politics. In-

- addition, you cited my personal actions as areason that the Canadian border remains cIesed
" Your statément confirms with great clarity what many of us have kriown — that the -
- Administration wants to reopen the ‘border to Canadian beef products as soon as possrble and
: j’ﬁ-_"__"demonstrates the Administration is mote concerned with Canadian polmcs and mtemational
_-meatpackmg conglomerates than the safety of the U S beef supp]y and the Amemcan consumer

As you know the U s. border was closed 1o Canadran beef in May of 2()03 after a Canadran—born S

- cow was found to ‘have Bovine Spongrform Encephalopathy (BSE) In August 2003; Secretary of _

'.-Agrlculture a.nnounced that the border would not reopen to certain beef produicts, mcludmg

= - ground beef, until'apublic rulemakmg and comment ‘period took place. T completely agreed. Wlth
- the. Admrnrstratron 5 dec1s1orls to close the border, ‘enforce the strictest food safety standards and
ensure the health ofour domestrc hvestock herds In fact I publrcly commended the :

o Admrmstratron for those actlons S

e --:Unfortunately, in Apn of thrs year we all leamed that the Admmrstratron had m fact secretly

- opened-the borderto the previously precluded beef products for 12 special permrt holders,
e _.rncludmg international meaipacking conglomerates Only after the issuance of a federal court
- order, was the border again closed. At the request of several senators, USDA’S Inspeetor General
launched an mvestlgatron mto thrs and other related matters That rnvestrgatlon is ongomg

o 'Mr Ambassacior itis the Admmrstratron s extremely poor handlmg of thrs rrnportant fecd safety
issué that has led to thls investi gatron and raised Serious concerns about what speelai favors were..

i 'granted toa select few in the meatpackmg 1ndustry

: __'.'There 15110 questton that the Admrmstratron favors an mtegrated North Amerrcan beef méustry

In fact, the Secretary of Agriculture has called for a single North' Amerrcan label for all beef
o ;:products In this regard it is cledr that the Admmlstratron s actrons favor the powerful

o mtemetronal meatpackmg conglomerates ancl our forergn tradrng partners at the expense of U. S

B :f'_ranchers
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_ Untﬂ the Inspector General's report is compieted and rewewed by the apprc;pmte congressmna}
conmiittees and any needed remedial actiohs are taken, the border should remain closed, not -
because of politics, but because of the Administration’s irresponsible policy, which has allowed

- unsafe standards to threaten consumer confiderice and the hvehhood of ouf nation’s beef
e producers

Mr Ambassador it is clear that the Admmlstratlon needs 10 remedy not only the pohe1es Wlth

* ‘fegard to beef and the U.S. border, but also the perception that government officials, like L

- __yourseif are actually working against the interests of U.S. ranchers and consumers, Instead of :

- miaking excuses to Canadian businessmen, which offers tacit support for the Canadian E
- government s refusal to pursue a BSE testinig regimen as strong as that of the United States and

~ pleases international meatpacking conglomerates, we need U.S. government officials who are on. . - 5
the side of American ranchers and consumes.* Therefore, T urge you to retract and correct your S

e egregmus comments.

: -_'Fmally, as Ihave said before we need to make 1mprovements 10 our system to ensure safety and

B - confidence in U.S. beef markets. This can happen only with candid, open dialogue and public -

" -'heanngs to ensure all views are heard and that needed remedial actions are taken so that we do-

- not repeat the missteps of recent events. I look forward to workmg with the Administration and -~

3others n that regard.
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