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September 12, 2006

The Honorable John McCain
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator McCain:

Sometimes, the news is a little garbled by the time it reaches the forests of
North-central Minnesota, but I call your attention to recent reports that the
Congress is considering legislation which might relax the United States
support for adherence to Common Atticle 3 of the Geneva Convention. If
that is true, it would seem to weaken the effect of the McCain Amendment
on torture of last year. If such legislation is being considered, I fear that it
may weaken America in two respects. First, it would undermine the moral
basis which has generally guided or conduct in war throughout our history.
Second, it could give opponents a legal argument for the mistreatment of
Americans being held prisoner in time of war.

In 1950, three years after the creation of the Department of Defense, the
then Secretary of Defense, General George C. Marshall, issued a small
book, titied The Armed Forces Officer. The book summarized the laws and
~ traditions that governed our Armed Forces through the years. As the
Senate deals with the issue it might consider a short quote from the last
chapter of that book whichGeneral Marshall sent to every American
Officer. The last chapter is titled “Americans in Combat” and it lists 29
general propositons which govem the conduct of Americans in war.
Number XXV, which I long ago underlined in my copy, reads as follows:

“The United States abides by the laws of war. Its Armed Forces, in
their dealing with all other peoples, are expected to comply with
the laws of war, in the spirit and the letter. In waging war, we do
not terrorize helpless non-combetants, if it is within our power to



Sep 13 2006 3: 44PM

avoid so doing. Wanton killing, torture, cruelty or the warking of
unusual hardship on enemy prisonets or populations is not
justified in any circumstance. Likowise, respect for the reign of
law, as that term is understood inthe Unifed States, is expected to
follow the flag wherever it goes ....

For the long term interest of the United States as a nation and for the safety
of our own forces in battle, we should continue to maintain those
principles. 1 continne to read and hear that we are facing a “different
enemy” in the war on tetror; no matter how true that may be, inhumanity
and cruelty are not new to warfare nor to enemies we have faced in the
past. In my short 46 years in the Armed Forces, Americans confronted the
horrors of the prison camps of the Japanese in World War II, the North
Koreans in 1950-53, and the North Vietnamese in the long years of the
Vietnam War, as well as knowledge of the Nazi’s holocaust depredations
in World War II . Through those years, we held to our own values, We
should continue to do so.

Thank you for your own personal courage in maintaining those values,
both in war and on the floor of the Senate. I hope that my information
about weakening American support for Common Arficle 3 of the Geneva
Convention is in error, and if not that the Senate will reject any such
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Gengeral John W. Vessey, USA (Ret))
27650 Liftle Whitefish Road
Garrison, MN 56450
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